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NOD IS/ KHMER 

1. AT HIS REQUEST, I SPENT AN HOUR MAY 15 WITH GENERAL LON NOL 
AT HIS RESIDENCE, FOR FIRST TIME^ WE WERE COMPLETELY ALONE. 


2. LON NOL BEGAN CONVERSATION BY ASKING ME WHAT I THOUGHT OF 
PRESENT SITUATION. IN REPLY, I SAID THAT I ASSUMED THAT GOC WAS 
ENCOUNTERING SOME ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES, THAT I HAD FOUND ITS 
DIPLOMATIC ACTIONS MOST ABLE, BUT THAT THE MAIN PROBLEM APPEARED 
BE IMMEDIATE MILITARY THREAT. 

3. PRIMIN IMMEDIATELY JUMPED ON LAST POINT AND IN LARGE PART 
REPEATED WHAT HE HAS SAID PREVIOUSLY REGARDING DESIRES OF GOC TO 
BE ABLE TO EQUIP SIZABLE FORCE FOR REGAINING CONTROL OF CAMBODIAN 
TERRITORY AND DEFENSE OF CAMBODIA IN FUTURE. 


4. HE DWELT AT SOME LENGTH ON REORGANIZATION OF FANK PRESENTLY 
TAKING PLACE UNDER WHICH BRIGADES AND DIVISIONS BEING FORMED. 

HE STRESSED THAT THESE FORMATIONS REQUIRED MORE THAN LIGHT 
WEAPONS PRESENTLY BEING SUPPLIED BY GVN AND USG AND ASKED AGAIN 
FOR ARTILLERY, TANKS AND AIRCRAFT. HE INSISTED THAT, ASIDE FROM 
NEEDS OF MILITARY, SUCH WEAPONS, ESPECIALLY THE AIRCRAFT, WOULD 
DO MUCH FOR THE "MORALE" OF THE POPULATION IN NVNA/VC OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY WHEN IT WOULD SEE ITS OWN AIRCRAFT ATTACKING THE 
ENEMY. 


5. IN REPLY, I TOLD LON NOL THAT I INTENDED TO SPEAK MORE FRANKLY 
THAN I EVER HAD BEFORE IN ORDER TO DISPELL ANY DOUBTS ABOUT USG 
POLICIES AND HOW FAR I FELT THAT USG COULD GO IN ASSISTING 
CAMBODIA. I INFORMED HIM THAT PRESIDENT’S DECISION REGARDING 
INTRUSION INTO CAMBODIA AS A TEMPORARY AND LIMITED EXERCISE WAS 
FIRM AND THAT HE SHOULD NOT EXPECT FURTHER US TROOP INVOLVEMENT 
IN CAMBODIAN AFFAIRS. I TOLD HIM THAT THE PRESIDENT’S DECLARATION 
IN HIS SPEECH OF APRIL 30 REGARDING LIMITED AID TO CAMBODIA WAS 
ALSO A SERIOUS ONE AND NOT DONE MERELY FOR POLITICAL REASONS. 
WHILE NOT WISHING TO DISCOURAGE HIM, I WISHED TO MAKE QUITE CLEAR 
THAT HE SHOULD NOT EXPECT TANKS, HEAVY ARTILLERY, AIRCRAFT FROM 
US SOURCES. I DID REASSURE HIM THAT PRESIDENT NIXON'S PROMISE TO 
HELP WAS SINCERE AND THAT USG WOULD PROVIDE ASSISTANCE. MEAN- 
WHILE, IT WAS ALSO TO BE HOPED THAT OTHER FRIENDLY POWERS WOULD 
STEP IN AND HELP CAMBODIA, EXPECIALLY ONC&J.HE- DJAKARTA " 
CONFERENCE WAS OVER. • . . " ■' . 
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6. NOT UNEXPECTEDLY, LON NOL'S REACTION WAS A LITTLE STARTLED AND 
HAD A SOMEWHAT ANNOYED TONE. HE INDICATED THAT NOW THAT CAMBODIA 
HAD CHOSEN ITS POSITION VIS-A-VIS COMMUNISM, HE FELT IT HAD RIGHT 
TO EXPECT MORE THAN TOKEN ASSISTANCE FROM THE US. IF SUCK ASSIST- 
ANCE NOT FORTHCOMING, HE DID NOT SEE THE USE IN CONTINUING THE 
STRUGGLE WHICH INVOLVED CAMBODIAN LIVES AND PROPERTY AND WOULD 

make very clear to the cambodian people and others why cambodia 

WERE FORCED TO GIVE IN, IF IT DOES SO. 

7. PRIM IN CONTINUED BY SAYING THAT GOC NEEDED HELP AND ADVICE IN 
PLANNING WHAT IT SHOULD DO REGARDING THE FORMATION AND EQUIPMENT 
OF ITS TROOPS. IF THE US WERE NOT TO PROVIDE ALL APPROPRIATE 
EQUIPMENT FOR NEW FORCES THEN PERHAPS IT COULD ADVISE CAMBODIA 
WHERE TO TURN TO OBTAIN IMMEDIATE EQUIPMENT, EITHER AS A GIFT OR 
THROUGH PURCHASE. FOR INSTANCE, TF SO ADVISED, CAMBODIA WOULD 
TURN TO INDONESIA OR SOME OTHER COUNTRY IN ORDER TO PURCHASE 
HELICOPTERS AND OTHER AIRCRAFT. (COMMENT: I DID NOT ASK WHERE 
FUNDS FOR PURCHASES WERE TO COME FROM BUT SUSPECT HE FORESAW 
SOME SORT OF INDIRECT US ASSISTANCE.) 


8.1 AGAIN REITERATED TO LON NOL THE INTENT OF THE USG TO HELP BUT 
THAT HE SOULD NOT EXPECT TOO MUCH OR THAT HE WOULD BE DIS- 
APPOINTED. MY SUGGESTION THAT CAMBODIA WOULD PROBABLY BE 
RECEIVING SOME OF EQUIPMENT CAPTURED DURING PRESENT OPERATIONS, 

HE BRUSHED ASIDE AS A TEMPORARY MEASURE SINCE HE COULD NOT IN 
FUTURE COUNT ON AN ASSURED SOURCE OF RESUPPLY. I ALSO MENTIONED 
POSSIBILITY OF REPLACING SOME OF HIS CAMBODIAN GROUNDED AIRCRAFT 
ON LOAN BASIS WHILE OTHERS BEING PUT INTO CONDITION BUT WAS 
AGAIN REPULSED BY STATEMENT TO EFFECT THAT T-28S AND A- IS WERE 
"TOO SMALL" AND THAT CAMBODIA WISHED TO POSSESS MORE IMPORTANT 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT. 


9. IN THE COURSE OF OUR DISCUSSION, I MADE PARTICULAR POINT TO 
RE-EMPHASIZE TO THE PRIMIN THAT NEGOTIATION FOR A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT IN VIETNAM AND THROUGHOUT AREA CONTINUES TO BE THE 
PRESIDENT'S PRIMARY HOPE AND THAT IT NOT OUR INTENT OR DESIRE TO 
SEE WAR PROLONGED LONGER THAN NECESSARY. 


10. AT THE CONCLUSION OF OUR TALK, I ASSURED PRIMIN THAT I WOULD 
PASS ON HIS FEELINGS TO MY GOVERNMENT AND LOOKED FORWARD TO 
FURTHER DISCUSSION. 


1. COMMENT: FROM FOREGOING IT IS OBVIOUS THAT WE ARE IN FOR A 
LESS WARM PERIOD IN OUR RELATIONS WITH THE LON NOL GOVERNMENT 
UNLESS WE CAN PERSUADE OTHER NATIONS TO PLAY A ROLE IN THE SUPPLY 
OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE CAMBODIAN ARMED FORCES. NEVERTHELESS, I 
BELIEVE THAT OUR FRANKEST DISCUSSION THUS FAR DID SOME GOOD IN 
BRINGIN LON NOL CLOSER TO EARTH AS REGARDS HIS EXPECTATIONS RE 
US ASSISTANCE AND GRANDIOSE PLANS FOR CAMBODIAN ARMED FORCES. 

ONE THING WHICH I BELIEVE MAY BE OF ASSISTANCE WILL BE FORTHCOMING 
VISITS OF MACV OFFICERS WHO WILL BE ABLE DISCUSS CAMBODIAN 
MILITARY ORGANIZATION AND PERHAPS OFFER SOME JJJQfiE ST IONS. IN 
THIS, HOWEVER, WE SHALL HAVE TO BE CAREFUif^HAT USG DOES NOT 
BECOME OVERLY INVOLVED. V. - - . 

R tV l\ S f t 


** 
».* r 




i 

r 


DECLASSIFIED 


R 


m 



l-.'iPft n;l.-> 



